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For years, we didn’t pack a notebook. We could always see 
their utility in theory but we simply weren’t willing to 
compromise. Even when processor speeds approached 
desktop levels, flash hard drives delivered blinding boot-up 
times and batteries made eight hours of portable work time 
possible, we still weren’t satisfied. 
Nothing on offer delivered all those benefits in an ultra-
portable package that sported enough drive space to hold the 
two terabytes or so of documents and data that makes up our 
professional library. 
Thanks to the code gnomes at veteran software house South 
River Technologies, our ideal notebook is within sight. 
Imagine a lightweight, flash-based portable with Google Drive, 
Dropbox and Amazon’s S3 storage service baked into the 
operating system. That’s what the latest release of South 
River’s WebDrive delivers. Once, our D drive was a CD bay. 
Today, it’s a cloud-based drive of monster proportions. 
It’s a decade since we first reported on WebDrive, noting its 
unique ability to map a Windows drive letter to an FTP server. 
Think of FTP as an early sort of private cloud. If you set up a 
server, you could access files remotely using a geeky piece of 
software called an FTP client. It’s still a widely deployed 
technology, offering security advantages over other remote 
solutions. But it was clunky to use until WebDrive came along. 
Point it at an FTP server, give it the right user name and 
password and suddenly you had a new letter drive on your 
machine. As far as the user is concerned, the FTP server was 
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just another Windows drive. WebDrive must have taken a hit 
when services like Dropbox launched, eliminating the need for 
many FTP servers. Undeterred, South River developed their 
tool in the logical way, tweaking it to talk directly to Dropbox 
and several other cloud services as well. 
 
CLOUD SERVICES BECOME PART OF THE FAMILY 
We need to explain why the new WebDrive works differently 
from vanilla Dropbox, and better for our purposes. Dropbox 
offers two ways for a notebook to access cloud files. 
First, you can use the web browser interface. It’s a bit 
awkward. Fine for occasional use, but if you’re constantly 
editing and saving files, a browser-based file transfer system 
is a drag. 
That’s why Dropbox also offers a synchronisation client. 
Install the client, connect to Dropbox, tell it which local folder 
to use, and the client vacuums down copies of your cloud files 
to the local drive. Any document saved in the local Dropbox 
folder is automatically synched back up to the cloud. There’s 
a lot to like about this option: if you fall offline, your files are 
still available locally, and it coincidentally turns your machine 
into an extra backup unit. But when it’s 2 TB of data you want 
to access, and your wafer-thin notebook relies on a skinny 
256 gigabyte solid-state drive, you’re out of luck. 
WebDrive delivers direct access to the whole of a cloud 
storage system, presented as a simple drive letter. It’s easily 
accessed from within your word processor, your email client 
or any other application. As far as your operating system is 
concerned, Dropbox or Google Drive are just like your C drive 
– part of the family. 



There’s a Mac version of the product but, tragically, it doesn’t 
yet support Dropbox access. It’s coming soon, say South 
River, and from their track record we have no doubt that’s so. 
In the meantime, Windows users can take advantage of this 
extremely cool tool. There’s also an iOS version of WebDrive 
waiting for Dropbox connectivity to be enabled. If you run a 
corporate FTP server, or use Amazon S3 or Google Drive, 
snap up a copy for your iPad or iPhone straight away. It 
effectively adds an ocean of storage to your pad or phone, 
with a very capable file viewer thrown in. It can retrieve and 
display Word files, PDFs and common movie and audio 
formats. Once Dropbox access is available, this will be a 
must-have app. 
Back on our Windows machines, we’ve also found WebDrive 
very handy on desktops. While we’re happy to use the 
synchronisation tool to store a complete copy of our 2 TB data 
store on our office desktop, we don’t need it all on every 
Windows machine we use. Even on a borrowed PC, we can 
load WebDrive and have instant access to the cloud, via a 
simple drive letter. A decade ago we ranked this tool in our 
top 10 business utilities. Now it’s back on our hit parade 
again. 
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